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B u r b e r r y P r o r s u m 
A/W ’11/12

London Fashion week’s most an-
ticipated show is finally here, with a 
star-studded front row with the likes 
of Alexa Chung and Rachel Bilson. 
(Sadly no Emma Watson.) 

It was obvious that Christopher 
Bailey’s inspiration for A/W ’11 was 
seasons. Cracking out all the bold pri-
mary colours to represent the warmth 
of the spring/summer colour palette. 
Then slowly transitioning to au-
tumn shades of oranges and browns. 
When autumn season was over that’s 
when winter kicked in, and the show 
became more interesting; showcasing 
more of Burberry’s signature monochrome looks and some incredible fur 
pieces. 

 The big finale was the real winner; continuing on with the winter 
season. A snow shower fell upon the catwalk and the models emerged 
protected from the elements in uniformed translucent capes. The Burb-
erry girl has never looked as timelessly chic as this latest reincarnation of 
her. A/W ’11 is a refreshing new direction for Burberry, and certainly one 
that will be featured in the wardrobes of the best dressed.

However, seeing the first few minutes of the new A/W collection I 
thought ‘colour co-ordination galore.’ With matching coats and matching 
bags. Each coat being beautifully crafted (especially those military coats 
and that amazing black patent fur coat.)

Although after all those delicious coats and jackets in all shapes, fab-
rics and sizes; those flat caps were an absolute eyesore but I digress, what 
a spectacular and snowy finale that was! 

Henry Holland 
A/W ‘11/12

Henry Holland’s muse for A/W ’11 
was ‘a girl who subscribes to Horse and 
Hound’ and presumably, one who likes 
to get her rave on when she’s not muck-
ing out the stables. Harris tweed suits 
and patchwork crochet both received 
serious jazzing-up at the hands of the 
Lancashire whizz kid – the former being 
transformed in hot pink and neon orange 
while the latter was used in oversized 
scarves – like wearing a granny blanket 
as a coat at a festival, or as a print on 
figure-hugging maxi dresses. The over-
all effect was very jolly indeed. 

Those alphabet Pretty Polly tights, 
the gorgeous birdcage print that popped up on both silky georgette blouses 
and petticoats with neon lace trim (can’t call it a Henry Holland collection 
without neon, now can we?), in my eyes these pieces we’re the bad boys. 

Viv ienneWestwood 
A/W ’11/12

Dame Vivienne summoned a gang of 
real-life English eccentrics, including 
Boy George, Peter Burns and Paloma 
Faith – sit on the front row of her Red 
Label show and watch the kooky –chic 
outfits perambulate past.

As we’re in Autumn Winter there 
was plenty to reflect this – the fine 
knit cardigans in blocks of autumnal 
colours, the buttoned blouses under 
cardigans and jackets and ties, plenty 
of layers for cosiness – and of course it 
wouldn’t be a Westwood show without 
the plaid and tartans, the clashier the 
better. As the collection moved through 
to eveningwear there were enough of Vivienne’s signature bustier dresses 
with crinkled brocade over the structure to keep her hardcore of follow-
ers happy. Colours were subdued overall, with many looks comprised of 
navy, beige or khaki with a russet of red coming though and lots of warm 
gold for the eveningwear.

Vivienne Westwood is such a well established figure on the fashion 
scene that people already know what to expect from the collections and 
the pieces on the runway are very close to what will be hanging from her 
shop. But she still has that bit of magic dust sprinkled over it, from her 
showbiz friends, to the crazy makeup, giant birds’ nest hairdos and the 
brilliant headwear; crowns in various materials, from felt to hair that 
from being in any way boring.
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It’s not even Spring/Summer yet and still the fashion industry 
is always one step ahead and is already gearing themselves up 
for the Autumn/Winter ‘11/12 collections. Fashion needs to take 
a note from Frankie and just relax for like, TWO SECONDS.

But all jokes aside, let’s have a gander at all these delicious 
clothes for our eyes to feast upon;

Acne
 A/W ’11/12

Acne have only showed one schedule 
at London Fashion Week for only two 
seasons, but after the showcasing of their 
collection, they have made themselves so 
at home that it feels like they’ve always 
been here. Maybe it’s because we all feel 
so close to the Swedish brand that has 
been filling our wardrobes for years now, 
and maybe it’s because we all know that 
no matter how dramatic the look, there 
is guaranteed to be something in the 
collection that everyone can afford. They 
opened the show today with a utilitarian 
jumpsuit and sculptural wooden platform 
two-strap sandals. But it was look two – a 
denim gillet, layered over a metallic leather t-shirt, paired with navy split leg 
silk trousers that set the mood for the Acne A/W ’11 season.

Everyone knows that Acne do the coolest leather jackets (hell, their aviator 
was one of the most worn jackets by fashion editors last season, and they are 
all wearing them again this season), but now we want their leather dungarees, 
cropped leather trousers and tees. Jonny Johansson and team also proved 
that they were pros when it comes to colour. A complete cobolt blue look 
of cropped leather trousers and split back jumper, had editors drooling, the 
mustard looks have never made a condiment look so sexy (especially the vel-
vet wide led trousers), while the metallic wedge brogues had every blogger 
practically falling out of their seats to photograph them.

However, it was the coats that were the honey pot of the collection. That 
burgundy sleeveless maxi coat, the chiffon enveloped suiting and the finale 
black belted coat that looked like the most sophisticated dressing gown 
EVER.
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“Work experi-
ence is definitely 
important in any 
industry not just 

fashion, you cannot 
expect to walk straight 
into a job after graduat-
ing from a degree.

Passion for fashion

Fashion Design stu-
dent, Lisa Lau, is 
making her mark 
on the fashion 

industry in Wales and Lon-
don. She’s moved to Maid-
stone, just outside London, 
for her placement.

Currently on an intern-
ship with an independent 
designer Reem Alasadi, 
who is a London and Tokyo 
based fashion designer, 
once her placement with 
Alasadi finishes, she’ll be 
moving right onto the next 
placement and be working 
as an intern at the legen-
dary McQueen world for 
3 months and during then, 

she will be residing in Lon-
don for her sandwich year.

Not that this is her first 
time in London, she’s 
already worked at the annual 
London Fashion Week during her 
internship with Alasadi.

“It has been exciting and tough 
at the same time. As I’ve already 
experienced moving out of home 
and living independently during my 
1st and 2nd year for the university, 

I already know how to take care of 
myself. For work it’s been enjoyable 
at times and the people I work with 
are very friendly; however the long 
hours of work drain a lot of energy 
and this was something that took 
time for me to get used to.”

Working in the fashion industry 
can be a dog-eat-dog industry and 
extremely stressful.

Lisa has always enjoyed fashion, 
taking keen interest at school and 
going onto an art foundation year to 
study fashion. Her drive and ambi-
tion is fuelled by passion for fashion 
– but this general interest has been 
narrowed and targeted into a specific 
career path Lisa is pursuing.

“Travelling is another love of mine 
and looking at places from surreal to 
architectural so most of my inspira-
tion comes from that and I always 
carry my camera around with me all 
time. Whilst also the Internet has a 
wide range of sources and I enjoy

buying Japanese fashion magazines 
when I travel to Hong Kong or I’d 
get my parents to help me purchase 
them.”

Her chosen career may well take her 
to bigger cities, permanently. She’s 
in London at the moment – coming 
back to Cardiff for her final year, 
but after that… “Currently, I am 
still unsure as I have still yet to do 
research on what is out there in the 
fashion Industry. I would love to 

work abroad within a company or 
label. Maybe in future after I gained 
much experience I would like to go 
into designing my own collection 
selling to boutique shops/depart-
ments abroad.”

Blogs have become really impor-
tant in the fashion industry. Some 
fashion bloggers are now so influ-
ential and popular; they get invited 
to every event, with free tickets. 
Take Olivia Lopez, for example. Her 
blog is great, and if she mentions a 
designer, it creates a real buzz.

“
I enjoy fashion, because fashion is forever 
changing and it is like an artwork piece 
whilst worn on the move. This is why I find 
fashion very inspiring and fun. I enjoy the 

visual aspects of how garments are put together 
to create the whole outfit and how they are 
worn and made. This is the reason why I 
chose fashion.

”

Lisa’s creation; A top that turns into a bag on the runway. All photos source: Lisa Lau Reem Alasadi at London Fashion Week  

”



“I don’t really keep up with my 
blog as much; however, I should 
blog more as blogging can some-

times be a place for a portfolio and 
an insight to an individual’s personal 
space. But I do enjoy using Tumblr, 

blogs are a great way to get visual 
inspiration.”
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“
Everyday has been different, unless you’re working on a particular 
piece of garment. We got to work on embellishment, mainly hand em-
broidery or hand stitching beads/sequences. As work starts at 9.30am 
and usually ends at 5.30pm, during order shipments or collection sales 

time such as for the London Fashion Week I’ve stayed until 2.30am the lat-
est. I’ve also had worked 7 days a week for one of the month that was really 
hard. But it definitely pays off in the end, gaining much needed-valu-
able experience and that feeling to see a garment you made with your 
own two hands finally completed. ”

Lisa Lau, 22, Fashion Design Student. 



The fashion guru 
and Christian 
Dior’s head 
designer was ar-

rested recently for alleged 
anti-Semitic insults. He 
denies being anti-Semitic 
but a video of him telling a 
woman that he loves Hitler 
and that Hitler would have 
gassed her family says 
otherwise. 

The fashion world has been abuzz 
since the events on the terrace 
of a Parisian brasserie, La Perle. 
Geraldine Bloch, 35, and her friend 
Phillipe Virgitti, 41, got involved 
in a violent verbal dispute with 
another client, who allegedly called 
her a “dirty Jew Face” before telling 
her to “shut your mouth you dirty 
whore.” He then called her com-
panion a “f*****g Asian bastard” 
before threatening to kill him. The 
dispute escalated, more insults are 
said to have followed, and Bloch 
complained to a waiter who alleg-
edly replied:

Galliano was drinking 
at a bar before the 
dispute, in which he alleg-

edly hurled insults at a couple. He 
was arrested and taken to a police 
station for a sobriety test where he 
was found him to be just over the 
legal limit.

Events like these spring the 
question of ‘Are celebrities, stars 
and famous people abusing their 
authorities and powers?’ this shows 
just how self-important celebrities 
claim themselves to be and believe 
that they are above the law.

And currently Dior has suspended 
Galliano for his disgraceful actions, 
Galliano, who has been Dior’s 
acclaimed creative director for 14 
years, has been suspended from all 
duties during a police inquiry.

That Galliano made those remarks 
and that they were grossly offen-
sive is beyond dispute. Galliano 
is in deep trouble and his reign at 
Christian Dior is most probably 
over.  And all that for the sake of 
remarks which, let’s be honest, can 

Galliano arrested Viva la 
McQueen

I can’t believe it’s already been 
a year since the death of the late 
Alexander ‘Lee’ McQueen who 
shook up the fashion industry with 
his genius designs. It only feels like 
yesterday since I wrote about Mc-
Queen’s death, oh how time flies. 

The future of McQueen’s 
designs now lie in Sarah Burton’s 
hands (McQueen’s protégé and 
creative designer at McQueen) 
after her flawless debut in Paris 
fashion week last year she’ll have 
no problem carrying on his legacy.
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be heard every day in bars all over 
the world. Anti-Jewish racism is not 
hard to find, and the same can be 
said for anti-Muslim or anti-anyone 
else racism. 

It’s an everyday occurrence and 
many of us would just move to 
another table after giving the per-

son concerned a piece of our mind 
and the whole thing would soon be 
forgotten. Except that the person 
concerned here is John Galliano, and 
he is a world famous personality. 

That means that his outbursts 
are going to be remembered for a 
long time to come and that’s how 

Westwood 
Goes to 
Hollywood
Vivienne Westwood, the punk rock 
grande dame of British fashion, 
was in Los Angeles opens her new 
shop on Melrose Avenue.

But the shop does not disap-
point, particularly with the awe-
some neon sign that sits outside 
- a bigger version of the one in 
the window at Conduit Street, 
London.

The store will offer Vivienne 
Westwood’s full range of products, 
as well as jewellery and acces-
sories. Spanning three floors, 
the boutique’s sophisticated 
décor remains consistent with the 
aesthetic of Vivienne Westwood’s 
international locations. If you have 
ever been in any of the London 
stores, they are quite decadent in 
a quiet, discreet way and Inspired 
by quintessential Parisian hotels, 
including Hotel George V and 
the Ritz. Being in LA, of course, 
the building is eco-friendly and 
features architectural elements of 
wood, brass and European stone. 

it should be. We cannot sue every 
drunk we come across who comes 
out with anti-Jewish bile, but Gal-
liano can be sued.

Galliano’s suspension was a good 
and smart move by Dior. It shows 
that no matter how ‘famous’ you are, 
you’re just an ordinary human being 
and  equal like everybody else in the 
world and this doesn’t give Galliano 
any excuse to behave the way he did 
and he needs to get off his high horse 
and he needs to start treating others, 
as he would like to be treated.

“The House of 
Dior declares 
with the great-
est firmness its 

policy of zero toler-
ance with regard to any 
anti-Semitic or racist 
statement or attitude.                           
- The head of Dior, 
Sidney Toledano ”

“This guy deserves 
to be beaten up, 
but we can’t do 
anything, it’s John 

Galliano. ”
John Galliano, 50, Head designer of Christian Dior Souce: WENN.com


